Evidence for a receptor-mediated endocytosis of Alu I in Chinese hamster ovary cells.
Pretreatment of Chinese hamster ovary cells with proteases or with NaN3 leads to less chromosomal aberrations when the cells are posttreated with Alu I compared to the treatment of cells with Alu I alone. The same result is obtained when the cells are treated with Alu I at 0 degree C instead of 37 degrees C. The cells recover from the protease treatment when they are kept in medium before treatment with Alu I. These results are interpreted to mean that Alu I is bound by surface receptors and that the Alu I-receptor complexes are internalized by an energy-dependent endocytotic process.